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QUESTIONS FOR PARSHAT TOLDOT 5777 

by Rabbi Edward Davis 

 

I. From the Text 

 

1. How long did it take (from the time of their marriage) for Yitzchak and Rivkah to have 

children? (25:20 and 26) 

 

2. Why did Yitzchak refer to Rivkah as his sister when he went to live among the 

Philistines? (26:7) 

 

3. How did Rivkah know that the blessings from Yitzchak were supposed to go to Yaakov? 

(25:23) 

 

4. To where did Yitzchak send Yaakov to get a wife? (28:1) 

 

5. What did Esav do when he heard that Yitzchak commanded Yaakov not to marry a 

Canaanite woman? (28:9) 

 

 II.  From Rashi 

 

6. Who named Esav & Yaakov? (25:25,26) 

 

7. Why was Yaakov cooking lentil soup on the day Esav returned from hunting? (25:30) 

 

8. What reasons did the Philistines offer for their stopping up the wells that Yitzchak had 

dug? (26:15) 

 

9. Why did Yitzchak suffer from (near) blindness at this time? (27:1) [Rashi offers 3 

answers.] 

 

10. What made Yitzchak suspicious that the son who brought him food now was not Esav? 

(27:21) 

 

 III. From the Rabbis 

 

11. Why did Yaakov call Esav Edom? (25:30 Rashbam) 

 

12. What prophetic significance is there to the three wells that Yitzchak had dug?  (Ramban 

on 26:19-22) 

 

13. Yitzchak’s blessing for Esav included victory and war.  When was this blessing fulfilled? 

(Abravanel) 

 

 IV. Haftorah : Malachi 
 

14. Who are the teachers of Israel? 

 

 V. Relationships 

 

a) Nevayot – Machalat  

b) Esav – Nevayot (2 answers) 

c) Yishmael – Esav (2 answers) 

d) Miriam – Tzipporah 

e) Yitro – Eliezer  



 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARSHAT TOLDOT 5777 

 

1. 20 years. 

 

2. He was afraid that the people would kill him in order to take Rivkah. 

 

3. This was told to Rivkah when she was pregnant. 

 

4. To Paddan-Aram, to Lavan’s house. 

 

5. He went to Yishmael to marry Yishmael’s daughter. 

 

6. Everyone called Esav by that name (as he was developed, with as much hair as an older child).  In 

Yaakov’s case Rashi offers two answers: either Hashem named him, or Yitzchak, his father, 

named him. 

 

7. On that day Avraham died, and Yaakov was cooking lentil soup which was customarily the food 

served to mourners. 

 

8. The Philistines said that the wells would attract marauding troops into the area. 

 

9. Rashi’s 3 answers: 1) From the smoke of the incense Esav’s wives offered to their idols.  2) 

When Yitzchak was offered as a sacrifice by his father Avraham, the ministering angels cried, 

and their tears fell into Yitzchak’s eyes.  3) Hashem caused the blindness so that Yaakov could 

receive the blessings. 

 

10. The son who brought the food mentioned God’s Name, and this was not the normal way that Esav 

spoke. 

 

11. Edom means red.  Esav sold his birthright for the sake of red food. 

 

12. The three wells correspond to the three Holy Temples. The first two wells were named for 

contention and hatred, indicating the non-Jewish response to the Holy Temples.  The third well 

was named Rechovot – spaciousness – alluding to the future Third Holy Temple when there will 

be no hatred. 

 

13. During the Roman Empire. 

 

14. The Kohanim. 

 

 

 Relationships: 

a) Brother – Sister 

b) First Cousins; Brothers-in-law 

c) Uncle Yishmael; Father-in-law Yishmael. 

d) Sisters-in-law 

e) Grandfather Yitro 

 

 


